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HAITI. 

Contradiction of report of yellow fever at Cape Haitien. 

[Report No. 36.] 

United States Consulate, 

Cape Haitien, February 2, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, 
dated January 22, last, with initials G. T. V., and beg to reply, with 
regard to the cable dispatch of the United States Legation at Port au 
Prince, published in the Public Health Eepoets of November 12, 
page 1239, that as no report of any yellow fever case did emanate from 
this consulate, it is to be supposed that such a report came from some 
outside source, for which there was not the least foundation, as I can 
certify that no case whatever of yellow fever has occurred in this port, 
nor in the surrounding country since my arrival here in April last, and 
I beg you to rest assured that if any case of yellow fever had occurred 
I should have reported it at once to your Bureau. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Leonard C. H. Sohlemm, 

United States Consul. 
The Supervising Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

JAMAICA. 

R&sume' of yellow fever in Jamaica, July to December, 1897. 

Department of State, 

Washington, January 27, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
inclose for the * * * information of the Marine-Hospital Service 
a copy of a dispatch from the consul at Kingston, Jamaica, containing 
a history of the yellow fever epidemic in Jamaica. 

Eespectfully, yours, Alvey A. Adee, 

Second Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretat of the Treasury. 

[Inclosure.] 

Consulate of the United States, 

Kingston, Jamaica, January 18, 1898. 

Sib : I have the honor to report that upon Thursday, 13th instant, I gave to this port 
a clean bill of health, in the language following : 

The malignant types of fever have died out, there being no case since the 1st of Jan- 
uary. The port is ordinarily healthful. 

On the 14th instant I advised the colonial secretary of my action, stating that I did 
not feel warranted in using the broad expression that the health of the port is good, 
owing to the present condition of many of the streets and lanes in Kingston. * * * 

The Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service expressed to me a desire that I 
should investigate the origin of the disease. Latterly, since my return, and when the 
knowledge of the disease had become publicly known, the regular superintending med- 
ical officer having assumed charge of his department, I have been furnished with 
detailed information which, prior thereto, it was impossible for me to obtain. I inclose 
herewith several tabulated statements. In No. 1 will be found a summarized abstract 
of the weekly reports to me by the island medical department. The total of cases in 
Kingston hospital shown by these reports for the six months from July to December, 
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inclusive, is 35, and deaths 18. In Table No. 2, which is an abstract of the monthly 
reports of deaths in Kingston made to me by the Registrar-General, the number of 
deaths during the same period from yellow fever is found to be 36, or just double that 
shown by the weekly reports. 

On December 30 the colonial secretary furnished to me a statement of the cases that 
occurred on the island to December 18, not including the last two weeks of the above 
period of six months. From this statement, included in Table No. 3, it is seen that 
there were 104 cases and 40 deaths, of which 20 cases and 11 deaths were among the 
troops, leaving 84 cases and 29 deaths as against the 35 cases and 18 deaths reported in 
the weekly returns, the deaths (29) still showing less than the number (36) for the full 
period of six months reported by the Eegistrar. 

On December 31 the superintending medical officer furnished to me a detailed state- 
ment of the cases in hospital to December 4. These are included in Table No. 4, and 
the period, lacking three weeks of the full six months, shows 35 cases and 18 deaths, 
the number shown by the weekly returns for the full period. At the same time he 
furnished me a statement (No. 5) of the cases among the troops, being the first authentic 
information I had of the extent of the fever among the troops, and showing 28 cases and 
16 deaths, instead of 20 cases and 1 1 deaths reported by the colonial secretary. * * * 

The history of the 2 sailors who were first taken ill is briefly as follows : 

Frederick Pick. First visit to Jamaica. Arrived at Montego Bay about June 9, in 
steamship Annersley. Was taken on the boat at Tampico — date unknown. Tramped 
from Montego Bay to Kingston and slept every night at the Sailors' Home from June 
21 to July 9. Sent to hospital with yellow fever July 10. 

Charles Hoffman. First visit to Jamaica. Left New York in steamship Alene June 
4 ; arrived at Kingston June 10. Slept regularly at the Sailors' Home. Admitted to 
hospital on the fifth day of illness, July 13. 

This will indicate that they did not bring the disease to the island, but contracted it 
in locality above indicated, and from them it is probable the infection spread. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Louis A. Dent, 

U. S. Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Seceetary of State. 

JAPAN. 
Report on dysentery for year 1897. 

Yokohama, January 27, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith a translation of the pre- 
liminary report of the Japanese bureau of sanitary affairs upon the 
epidemic of dysentery of 1897. It is noticeable that the total number 
of cases and rate of mortality are in close agreement with the statistics 
of the same disease for 1896. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. S. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

V. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



